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SUMMARY

The inner the Bay of Fundy, in particular Minas Passage, has been identified as one of the primary
locations in eastern Canada for the installation of tidal in-stream energy conversion (TISEC)
devices. The interaction of fish populations with TISEC devices and the long term impact of these
interactions is a major source of uncertainty in the development of tidal energy. In addition, the
prevalence and natural behaviour of fishes at many potential development sites, including Minas
Passage, is poorly understood. Unfortunately, the physical characteristics of the Passage, water
clarity, and tidal currents/flow precludes effective use of many conventional fish monitoring tools
such as video for close-in turbine interaction studies and the deployment of trawling gear.
Conventional Simrad EK60 split-beam echosounding (120 kHz) was employed in Minas Passage
during eight seasonally distributed 1 to 2 tidal cycle duration acoustic surveys to investigate fish
spatial-temporal distributions and behaviours both in the FORCE turbine test sites near Black Rock
and extending across the adjacent wider Passage. Split-beam surveys were complemented with a 2-
D Simrad-Mesotech MS 2000 multi-beam (200 kHz) sonar and custom software for the extraction
of relative volume backscatter, a still experimental but emerging fish detection technology (Melvin
et al. 2003). Two new acoustic monitoring technologies, namely the CodaOctopus 3-D multi-beam
sonar (375 kHz) for short range turbine interaction studies and the ASL bottom mounted
echosounder (125 kHz) for long-term point site monitoring were also evaluated.

The best quality and most reliable Minas Passage fish data were obtained from the split-beam
system. Extensive, calibrated split-beam results are presented in graphic and tabular form for both
the acoustic volume backscatter (S,) and target strength (TS) regimes. Briefly, backscatter levels in
both the Channel and near the initial TISEC test site peaked strongly in June, the culmination of an
upward trend initiating in March. These observations are consistent with the late spring - early
summer influx of herring (mainly adult) and other seasonally transient species. August backscatter
levels were measurably lower but subsequently rose modestly until November, consistent with the
anticipated late summer and fall sea-going exodus of anadromous young-of-the-year spring-
spawning species through the Channel. Backscatter levels declined during mid-winter prior to the
influx of spring-spawning herring. This interpretation was also supported by the split-beam analysis
of fish target strengths (TS’s) with strongest mean TS’s in May and August when migratory fish
species may be moving though the Passage. Column biomass estimates ranged from < 1 to 7.5
tons/km? on employing a backscatter to biomass conversion appropriate to herring. Acoustic
backscatter levels delineated seasonally complex and sometimes contrasting patterns of vertical fish
distribution in the Channel and in the shallower test site area, patterns which appeared to be
additionally influenced by diel fluctuations in ambient light levels and by tidal phase. Mid-water
column fish concentrations observed at the test site could potentially interact with tidal turbines.
Backscatter vs. depth data from these surveys should assist evaluation of potential fish stock
interactions with future tidal turbine configurations. September 2010 observations of the in-place
OpenHydro turbine by both survey systems revealed strong, seemingly buoyant acoustic wakes
proceeding from the downstream side of the turbine although normal turbine operation was unlikely
at this time.

Quantification of both the split-beam and multi-beam systems was seriously hampered by tidal
turbulence generated backscatter (bubbles) affecting the top 10 - 20 m of the water column and
frequently deeper. This effect was most prominent in the test site area except near slack tide.



Bubble cloud effects proved especially intractable in the MS 2000 multi-beam analysis in spite of
custom tools employed to minimize their effect along with the effects of radiated vessel noise and
cross instrument acoustic interference. When reliable multi-beam fish data could be extracted,
results were generally consistent with those of the more noise immune split-beam system.

Sea tests of the CodaOctopus 3-D sonar and ASL Profiler were restricted to less turbulent waters
than Minas Passage. The Coda sonar displayed a maximum detection range in the order of 30 m for
acoustic test targets representative of individual adult herring — and, by inference, lesser ranges for
many smaller fishes of interest in Minas Passage. While the Coda unit was suitably packaged for
autonomous underwater deployment, such operation was characterized by high power consumption,
critical operational adjustments, firmware signal processing of uncertain quantitative characteristics,
and excessively high levels of real-time signal decimation. The system was also very costly for a
high risk environment. These characteristics in combination appeared to make the Coda unit
unsuited for the autonomous monitoring of fish stocks or for the monitoring of the full (OpenHydro)
turbine aperture from a spatially remote bottom deployment. The unit might have some potential
for short range turbine aperture observations if mounted on the turbine superstructure itself with
remotely supplied power and high speed (fiber-optic), real-time data and control links to shore.

The ASL profiler, trial deployed on bottom in a high speed tidal channel in Passamaquoddy Bay,
performed well, obtaining a continuous, low noise full water column (approx. 50 m) profile of fish
backscatter including an apparent marine mammal detection. The unit is low cost, self-contained,
and engineered for autonomous operation with sufficiently modest power requirements and ample
data storage to make multi-month deployments feasible. While probably unsuited to close-range
turbine aperture monitoring, such a unit, properly housed and protected, has potential for
continuous, fixed-location, high vertical resolution monitoring of water column backscatter levels
including transitory events in Minas Passage or elsewhere.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Context

The inner Bay of Fundy has been identified as one of the key locations for the installation of tidal
in-stream energy conversion (TISEC) devices. Based on a NRC technical report summarizing 3-D
modeling and assessment of tidal current energy resources (Durand et al. 2008), the potential power
generation capacity in Minas Passage exceeds all other areas in the Bay of Fundy. The Passage is
also home to a diverse assemblage of fishes, marine mammals, and invertebrate species. Currently
there are in excess of 50 species of fish and invertebrates (commercial and non-commercial)
inhabiting or passing through Minas Passage on an annual basis. Knowledge of when these species
are present in the Passage, how these species are distributed vertically and horizontally in the water
column, whether they are long term or transient inhabitants, and, especially, their reaction/behaviour
when encountering an artificial underwater structure is critical to our understanding of the risks
associated with the safe deployment of tidal turbine devices and the large scale development of
TISEC-based tidal power.

The physical characteristics of the passage, especially water clarity, and tidal currents/flow which
preclude use of the more conventional suite of biological monitoring tools, including video and
bottom trawls, illustrate the advantages of acoustic sensing techniques. An earlier pre-installation
trial acoustic survey in the same general area (Melvin et al. 2009) disclosed high levels of acoustic
backscatter in the upper half of the water column. This appeared to arise from tide rip associated
bubble cloud aeration, especially that extending westward from the vicinity of Black Rock on ebb
tidal flows. While surface turbulence/aeration backscatter can, and did, obscure biological targets in
the upper water column there was no detectable associated attenuation of acoustic backscatter
echoes from the lower portions of the water column. This implies that targets lying outside the
turbulence zones (i.e. multiple bubble clouds) can be reliably detected and quantified acoustically.

Advancement of TISEC technology in the Bay of Fundy has taken a sequential approach beginning
with the identification of potential development sites, establishment of a Minas Passage test site just
west of Black Rock, Nova Scotia by the Fundy Ocean Research Centre for Energy (FORCE) via a
20 year Crown lease, and the initial test deployment of an OpenHydro turbine unit at one of four
defined near-shore test berths on 12 November 2009. Unfortunately, communication via acoustic
telemetry with this device was lost soon after deployment and a camera survey in March 2010
appeared to indicate two turbine blades missing. On turbine removal on the 16" December 2010 all
blades were missing. At the time of preparation of this report (late 2013), no additional turbine
deployments have been attempted.



The present report is intended as a stand-alone document. Therefore, the authors have drawn freely
from their earlier reported materials, as appropriate, including a published technical report (Melvin
& Cochrane 2012) based on the initial (16" Sept. 2010) Minas Passage survey. Where analyses and
conclusions have since evolved, appropriate modifications have been made.

1.2 Project Chronology

The Offshore Energy Environmental Research Association (OEER) and the Offshore Energy
Technical Research Association (OETR) are twin not-for-profit organizations incorporated in 2006
by grants from the Nova Scotia Department of Energy to support ocean-related environmental
research including the impacts of renewable energy technologies. As of 1% April 2012 the OEER
and OETR have been amalgamated as the Offshore Energy Research Association of Nova Scotia
(OERA). On 15™ May 2009 the Associations issued a call for Expressions of Interest (EOI)
concerning “Research on Tidal marine Energy”. A DFO response to the EOI outlined a program to
investigate fish interactions with tidal turbines, the program which subsequently evolved into that
currently reported.

The Project chronological progression from start to finish is summarized in APPENDIX 1. Specific
dates pertaining to the project’s progress including contract awarding, formal changes in focus,
survey timing, and reporting are identified. Existing technical reports and other readily accessible
communications arising from this project are listed in Section 8.

1.3 Reporting

1.3.1 Progress Reports

The Joint Project Agreement (JPA) governing this work mandated periodic reporting to the
OEER/OETR as a pre-condition for receiving Project Progress Payments.

Formally submitted Project Progress Reports:

6 October 2010 — Progress Report treating seagoing and laboratory trials of the Coda Octopus 3-D
sonar and a brief overview of the initial 16 Sept.2010 site survey.

21 February 2011 — Progress Report treating some initial analysis of the 16 Sept. 2010 survey, both
split-beam and multi-beam, including innovative approaches to 2-D multi-beam processing.

1 June 2011 — Progress Report primarily treating improvements to 2-D multi-beam processing,
especially computation of beam-specific “Integrated Beam Width Factors” and the quantitative
effects of signal “thresholding” in connection with volume backscattering strength estimation.

01 January 2012 — Progress Report primarily treating 4 combined split-beam/multi-beam Minas
Passage fish surveys conducted in the period 22 Aug. — 22 Nov. 2011.
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1.3.2 Final Report

30 November 2013 - The present document marks the end of the project and represents the final
report covering all aspect of the study from the beginning in 2010 to the completion in 2013.

2. OBJECTIVES

The original Project objectives in abridged form as stated in the negotiated and revised proposal of
16™ Sept. 2009 — “Project Synopsis/ Overview” were: ... to image fish trajectories about Minas
Passage TISEC turbines using bottom-mounted sonar with a 3-D viewing field with the objective of
observing and quantifying the distribution and abundance of fish in the water column and their
ability to detect and avoid turbines.” Also stated was “The sonar of primary interest is the
CodaOctopus EchoScope Il, one of the very few proven 3-D imaging sonars.” The project was to
extend over 3 years starting in the fall of 2009 with year 1 devoted to a “proof of concept”. Under
“Scientific and Technical Objectives and Outcomes”, it was stated: “Critical parameters extractable
from the acoustic analysis include fish densities as functions of height above bottom and the phase
of the tidal cycle - both in the presence of and remote from the turbine; the frequency of fish
transiting the turbine aperture; any fish trajectory deviations apparently induced by turbine presence;
and species information from resolved target shapes, echo amplitudes, or other characteristics.”
More simply stated, it was proposed to first evaluate and, if deemed suitable, utilize the
CodaOctopus Echoscope 11 3-D sonar to image fish trajectories close to the mouth of an operating
tidal turbine with the objective of determining the degree to which fish actively avoided the
operating device. More remote from the turbine, and possibly within the same contiguous field of
view, one would seek to quantify the “undisturbed” characteristics of fish abundance and vertical
distribution. Our philosophy/methodology for sonar based turbine monitoring is elaborated in
APPENDIX 2.

A major shift in Project direction (APPENDIX 1) occurred in the summer of 2010 when the planned
usage of the Coda 3-D imaging sonar was judged impractical due to a combination of inadequate
sonar performance; difficulty in satisfying power consumption requirements; and the challenges,
risks, and costs associated with emplacing an autonomous bottom package within the necessary
stringent spatial and orientational constraints in an extremely harsh environment. Nor, under close
examination, did the alternative of placing short-term, more conventional acoustic systems on-
bottom, wired to a surface vessel seem practical. There was also growing concern as to the normal
functionality and future operational status of the deployed OpenHydro turbine unit since operational
telemetry was not being received.

The consequent “New Directions” document of 6 Aug. 2010 defined two modified objectives:

1) To better understand the detailed physical acoustical operational environment and fish
distributions in the immediate vicinity of Minas Passage TISEC device(s) i.e. turbines.
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2) To place bounds on fish avoidance of the TISEC device(s).

Objective 1 would be met by surface vessel-based, conventional fisheries acoustic grid surveys
around the turbine test site using a Simrad EK60 split-beam echosounder and a Simrad-Mesotech
MS 2000 multi-beam sonar. Usage of both systems, based at DFO’s St. Andrews Biological
Station, had previously been proven in Minas Passage. The survey component would satisfy the
original Project objective of better defining fish distributions and behaviours near TISEC test sites.
Furthermore, fish density - with anticipated seasonal, tidal, and diel dependencies, could be
intensively explored with at least one fully established, highly quantifiable acoustic instrument
(split-beam echosounder).

The path to objective (2) was less well defined. One tentative methodology was use of two ASL
bottom-mounted echosounders, one deployed near-turbine and a second simultaneously deployed
more remotely. Comparison of bottom sounder-derived fish densities might reveal signs of any
“long-range” turbine avoidance but monitoring within the potentially more critical “local”
avoidance zone (i.e. at ranges from the turbine comparable to the turbine aperture) would remain
out-of-reach.

As circumstances unfolded, an acceptable DFO vessel charter was not arranged until Aug. 2011 (the
anticipated use of a DFO CCGS J. L. HART replacement vessel working out of St. Andrews did not
materialize). Only a single acoustic survey of the turbine site (Sept. 2010) could be arranged before
an inoperative OpenHydro unit was removed in Dec. 2010 with uncertain prospects for the
emplacement of a similar or alternative turbine unit within the remaining Project time frame.
Therefore, the post-2010 Project reduced to achieving Objective (1) with, at most, a
demonstration/evaluation of a bottom-mounted ASL profiler in Minas Passage. Purchase of an
appropriate single ASL unit using DFO resources was contemplated by the Saint Andrews
Biological Station and this unit might be made available for limited Minas Passage testing.

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Study Area

Minas Passage, located in the inner Bay of Fundy, is a relatively narrow channel, approximately 12
km long and 5 km wide, that allows the flow of tidal waters into and out of Minas Basin (Fig. 1).
The passage is characterized by strong, predominately lunar semi-diurnal (M) period tides of
average 10 m amplitude with spring tide peaks of more than 13 m and with associated tidal currents
ranging from 6 - 8 knots (3.0 - 4.1 m/s) during maximum flow (Tides & Currents Software, Version
1.05). On specific surveys tidal currents were estimated to exceed 11 knots for short periods near
spring tide peak flow at the test site. Water depths in the Passage exceed 135 m, but at the
OpenHydro turbine test site range from 28 — 41 m depending upon the tide. Detailed physical
characteristics of the Passage are available in several published reports (Durand et al. 2008,
AECOM 2009).

12



3.2 CodaOctopus 3-D Imaging Sonar

A sonar unit demonstrated in Bedford Basin by Coda Octopus, and their distributor ROMOR Ltd.
personnel, in the summer of 2009 was observed to have a capacity for high spatial resolution 3-D
imaging at high pulse repetition rates suggesting its potential suitability for 4-D (X, Y, Z, t)
delineation of fish targets (i.e. the tracing of discrete fish trajectories near the intake apertures of
tidal turbines, provided effective fish detection ranges of the order of 50 m could be achieved).
Unlike recently developed, heavy, ship-based, lower frequency 3-D sonars such as the Simrad
MS70, the Coda sonar appeared sufficiently compact and suitably packaged to allow autonomous
bottom deployment from a small vessel. A single CodaOctopus Echoscope Il sonar unit was
procured for evaluation at BIO in the fall of 2009 with special cooperation from the manufacturer.
A description of the Coda Octopus Echoscope Il sonar, its field and laboratory testing at BIO, its
subsequent field evaluation in Passamaquoddy Bay, and conclusions as to its possible applicability
to fish behavioural studies in the immediate proximities of TISEC devices are treated in
APPENDIX 3.

Because of the technical limitations of the sonar unit discerned through the laboratory and field
trials outlined in APPENDIX 3, the high cost of long-term Coda rental, and the high monetary value
of the sonar head (> $200 K) considered in the light of the non-negligible probability of loss or
damage inherent in autonomous Minas Passage deployments - it was concluded that alternative
directions should to be pursued. Our tests of the Coda sonar do not completely rule-out the Coda
sonar as a useful fish monitoring and possibly turbine avoidance detection tool if deployed under the
following conditions:

1) The imaging sonar were mounted directly on the turbine superstructure in a manner such that
the sampling geometry could be precisely pre-set or adjusted remotely to allow extraction of
observations within ranges of a few 10’s of meters of the sonar head. At these ranges fish
targets of primary interest could be detected at the signal-to-noise ratios required for
quantification, and/or fish trajectories could be monitored over all of - or over an appreciable
fraction of - the turbine intake aperture to enable direct enumeration of fish transits.

2) A sonar-to-shore fiber-optic control and data link were available thereby enabling sonar
performance to be remotely monitored and adjusted in real-time and data sent to shore for
display and analysis

3) Ample electrical power could be directly supplied from shore permitting long duration (i.e.
multi-month) observations. Fish species composition , abundance , and behaviour including
turbine avoidance likely vary with tides, diurnal light levels, and with season therefore
requiring extended and continuous observation times to discern.

When the unfeasibility of utilizing the Coda sonar as initially envisioned became apparent the
Program was redirected toward studies of the Minas Passage fish populations with special emphasis
on the FORCE Test Area on the north side of the Passage. This work conducted using more
conventional ship-based acoustic technologies constitutes the bulk of the subsequent program and is
treated below.
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3.3 ASL Acoustic Water Column Profiler

The “New Directions” response document of 6 Aug. 2010 (APPENDIX 1) identified the possible
use of bottom-mounted echosounders in the vicinity of the test sites as an investigative monitoring
tool. An ASL Environmental Sciences (based Victoria BC) Acoustic Water Column Profiler was
procured (non-OEER funding) by DFO’s St. Andrews Biological Station for exploratory stock
assessment. It was planned to conduct a field deployment based assessment of this instrument in or
near Minas Passage in the fall of 2012 as an integral part of the present Project. However,
unanticipated weather and vessel scheduling constraints precluded deployment prior to the official
Project termination on 31 Oct. 2012. In consideration of the fact that OEER funds had already been
expended both to adapt the earlier CODA sonar triangular bottom platform to accommodate the new
ASL instrument and to gear-up for the trial deployment, DFO completed a trial of the device in a
strong tidal channel in Passamaquoddy Bay in late November 2012 at no additional cost to the
Project. The report on this deployment appears in APPENDIX 4.

Overall, the 125 kHz bottom-mounted ASL instrument performed reasonably well in a strong tidal
environment displaying sufficient sensitivity and dynamic range to detect fish (and a possible
marine mammal) at water depths of the order of 50 m, depths consistent with those encountered at
the Minas Passage test site. There was little indication of excessive flow noise or serious spurious
responses. Battery capacity exists or is readily expanded to allow multi-month deployments at quite
useful time and depth resolutions. The ASL instrument is reasonably inexpensive (approx. $ 25
k/unit single channel), a potential virtue considering the risks attendant with any extended
instrumental deployment in Minas Passage. More complex (and expensive) autonomous
echosounders have also recently appeared on the market including bottom-mounted split-beam
echosounders — so several factors need be considered to select the appropriate instrument for a given
objective and given deployment environment.

Bottom-mounted echosounder technologies would seemingly be of utility in monitoring a few
representative locations between traditional grid surveys using more conventional ship-based
scientific systems. Long term deployments would allow seasonal biological cycles to be reliably
resolved, enable the separation of tidal origin vs. diel biological effects, as well as enable the
detection of any strong transitory events. Calibrated multiple instruments suitably employed
spatially around an active turbine might also directly detect “long range” fish avoidance provided
the effects were reasonably pronounced.

3.4 Ship-based Acoustic Surveys

3.4.1 Vessel Platform and Acoustic Survey Systems

Commencing on 19th Sept. 2010 and extending to 25 & 26™ June 2012 a series of nine (9) moving
vessel acoustic surveys were conducted in Minas Passage. The charter vessel FUNDY SPRAY (Fig.

2), a 15.4 m, 38 gross ton small passenger vessel owned and operated by the Huntsman Marine
Science Center in St. Andrews, N.B. was employed for all surveys. Two active acoustic systems
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were deployed: (i) a split-beam echo-sounder operating at 120 kHz (Simrad EK60) and (ii) a 2-D
200 kHz multi-beam sonar (Kongsberg-Mesotech MS 2000, hardware wise also formerly designated
as the SM 2000). Acoustic transducers for both the EK60 echosounder and the MS 2000 sonar were
pole-mounted (Fig. 3) and deployed at about 1.5 m depth off the starboard side of the vessel. This
enabled delineation of both a narrow vertical cone beneath the vessel (split-beam, 7° conical beam
angle) as well as a port- -starboard fan swath (multi-beam, 180° fan swath, beam angles approx. 2.5’
along fan x 1.5 out-of-fan). While the transducer configuration was similar to that utilized on the
earlier trial survey of Melvin et al. (2009), the comparatively more substantial transducer support
boom supplied by the Charter vessel enabled safe profiling to at least 12 knots and measurably
contributed to the overall success of the undertaking. The ship’s navigation differential GPS unit
provided NEMA 083 positional serial data streams to both the EK60 and the MS 2000. Time was
extracted from the computer clocks. System-specific software was used for data logging; Simrad
ERG60 for the EK60 echo-sounder and Simrad MS 2000 Version 1.4.2 for the multi-beam sonar.
Ping rate was set at 1.0/s for both systems with an intentional very slight offset in ping rates to
minimize the possibility of the two systems interfering with each other in a continuous manner over
an extended time period.

3.4.2 Survey Description
3.4.2.1 Initial Survey Methodology

The primary goal of the initial survey was to monitor fish distributions in the vicinity of the Minas
Passage turbine (OpenHydro) over a complete tidal cycle. On this survey, just over 6 hours of
simultaneous 120 kHz split-beam and 200 kHz multi-beam data were collected. Upon reaching the
test site the transducers were lowered to slightly below hull depth, fixed into position, and the
acoustic systems activated. Data collection in the vicinity of the turbine began on the 16" of
September 2010 at 12:16 GMT, about 2 hours after local high tide, and ended at 18:35 GMT, 2
hours past local low tide - earlier than planned due to deteriorating weather (Fig. 4).

The first step was to verify the exact position of the turbine relative to the co-ordinates (45° 21.897'
N 64° 25.5762' W) provided by the developer. After the supplied turbine location was successfully
verified by sonar, several experimental passes were made over the device to determine the best
approach direction given the system’s orientation, tidal currents, and weather conditions (Fig. 5).
Subsequently, a series of 7 survey transects were established approximately 100 m apart, 3 north
and 3 south of the predominately east-west line passing over the turbine (Fig. 1). These transects
extending in the direction of the general prevailing current approximately paralleled the northern
shoreline. The transects, which varied in length from 900 m to 1400 m, were surveyed sequentially
and continuously until about 18:30 GMT when the vessel undertook several final passes over the
turbine before heading to port for shelter. Additional acoustic data more remote from the turbine
site were collected on the transit to Parrsboro. All data acquisition ended at 19:03 GMT.

The EK60 system settings for the September 16, 2010 survey are presented in Table 1. Table 2
summarizes the location, time, tidal phase, and transect length. Table 3 summarizes the backscatter
for each transect occupied throughout the day. Although the duration of true slack water in Minas
Passage is very short, one hour before and after low tide (16:32 GMT) was considered slack tide for
this report and the subsequent analyzes. In total, data from 25 individual transects were collected
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with both the EK60 scientific echo-sounder and the MS 2000 multi-beam sonar (Fig. 6). All data
were checked for completeness and archived on DVD prior to analysis.

3.4.2.2 Subsequent Survey Methodologies

The tidal turbine was removed after the 16 Sept. 2010 survey; no alternative TISEC unit was
installed during the project period. While this precluded further observations of fish interactions
with the turbine, it did afford an extended window to observe baseline conditions. For subsequent
surveys it was considered expedient to utilize the basic 7-line grid pattern established on the initial
survey, supplementing this with two additional adjacent transect lines, one about 100 m north of and
parallel to the earlier grid and the other about 100 m to the south of the original grid. The new 9-
line grid transects were denoted TO to T8 (Table 4) from nearest-shore to furthermost off-shore (i.e.
northernmost to southernmost) with lines T1 to T7 representing the grid of the initial survey after
modest adjustments to equalize line lengths (Fig. 7). It was also considered prudent to tie in the 9-
line intensive survey grid covering the vicinity of the turbine test berths with additional transects
sampling the wider fish distribution cross-channel. To this end three (3) additional survey lines
were defined, “X1, “Y1”, and “X2” (also Table 4). Line X1 extended from the easterly end of T8
generally south-westward across Minas Passage to about the 30 m bathymetric contour on the
southern coastline. Line Y1 followed the approximate 30 m contour along the south coast to the
start of the return transect X2 which paralleled X1 and extended through the western end of T8
north-eastward to terminate at the western end of TO.

Grid surveys started at the western end of TO and each successive transect of the 9-line grid was
occupied in numerical order, alternating survey direction on each successive line until arriving at the
eastern end of T8. Ensuing cross-channel line X1 terminated near the Passage southern coastline
followed by Y1 east-to-west and then the return line X2 arriving at the west end of TO (i.e. the
survey origin). The overall strategy was to repeat successive “grids” over the duration of a survey,
the duration being either 1 or 2 tidal cycles as the vessel could only return to port near high tide. On
several occasions extreme tidal currents or equipment problems forced deviations from the regular
pattern. In addition, on the 25 — 26" June 2012 survey some cross-channel lines were intentionally
skipped for an extended time period to better define the temporal characteristics of extremely high
fish concentrations encountered on the close-spaced portion of the grid.

On single (1) tidal cycle surveys, the vessel departed Parrsboro on an early morning high tide and
returned on the evening high tide the same day. This normally permitted the completion of 3
complete grids plus the close-spaced portion of a 4™ grid — sometimes more. Single tidal cycle
surveys were limited to daylight data acquisitions. Two-tidal cycle surveys enabled more efficient
use of ship time, with surveys extending into Grids 10 to12 with good coverage of both day and
night time conditions. A significant amount of time (~2 hours) was normally expended to set-up
and debug equipment on arriving on-site, and to conduct CTD profiles off Black Rock prior to
initiating survey. For CTD profiles, temperatures and salinities were averaged from the surface to
about 15 m depth and then used to compute acoustic sound speeds and absorption coefficients.

For the EK60 split-beam sounder settings such as pulse length, power, and ping rate were fixed

similar to the 2010 survey, however factors affecting the transducer and speed of sound were
adjusted according to pre survey calibrations and water parameters at the time of surveying. For the
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MS 2000 multi-beam the maximum acquisition range was set to either 50 or 75 m for both the
close-spaced grid and for Y1, and to either 100 or 150 m for X1 and X2. The sonar pulse length
varied with maximum range setting, ranging from 100 ps for 50 m range to 325 pus for 150 m range.

3.5 Analysis: Ship-based Surveys
3.5.1 Data Handling and Initial Processing
3.5.1.1 General

Data handling and initial processing of information from the two acoustic systems differed
significantly. Both the EK60 and the MS 2000 collect relatively large volumes of data that must be
scrutinized and edited to identify fish and non-fish targets prior to quantitative analysis. For the
EK60 a commercial editing and analytical software package, Echoview Version 4.9 and 5.3 by
Myriax, were used for all data analysis. Calibration parameters characteristic of the system and the
environment were checked and updated if necessary (Table 1, Table 5). Similar survey-oriented
software was not available for analyzing the MS 2000 data and the analyses was conducted using
analytical tools developed by the authors.

The split-beam and multi-beam systems provide complementary information that may improve the
identification of fish-like targets from background noise in the editing phase of the analysis. The
MS 2000 multi-beam sonar’s 180" beam fan samples a much larger water volume than the narrow 7°
vertical beam of the EK60, potentially permitting a superior statistical description of shallow depth
fish distributions as well as sparsely distributed fish schools and aggregations. The EKG60, in
contrast, is an inherently more sensitive system which should yield higher signal-to-noise ratio
information on weakly scattering fish in the deeper portions of the water column. The echosounder
is specifically designed for accurate fisheries quantification with standardized calibration protocols
and compatibility with widely accepted commercial analytical software. In contrast, the MS 2000
remains largely an experimental system for fisheries applications, is presently somewhat less well
characterized quantitatively, and with analysis restricted to methodologies and software developed
“in-house”. In regard to the MS 2000 much of what follows constitutes original approaches to
extracting information from a multi-beam system.

3.5.1.2 Initial Data Reduction
EK60

For the EK60 echosounder little data reduction or compression was applied prior to analysis, the
exception being rejection of files containing no information or transects of no interest. Data files
were first loaded into Echoview as one continuous survey track for scrutinizing. Once loaded, the
sections of the file related to specific transects were defined as “regions” and labelled accordingly.
Table 2 identifies the individual transects and labels of the September 16, 2010 survey while Table
5 summarizes the characteristics and physical parameters of the survey series conducted between
August 2011 and June 2012. Details for individual transects are provided in APPENDIX 5 and the
transect locations within the passage in Fig. 7. Initially two range boundaries were established for
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the editing of the EK60 data, the first 1.5 m below the transducer (120 kHz) face (acoustic near field
zone) and the second 0.5 m above the sounder-detected bottom. All backscatter outside this
vertically (i.e. top and bottom) bounded zone was excluded from further analysis. Fixed vertical
intervals (1 m for the 2011/2012 surveys and 5 m for the 2010 survey) were established for depth
specific analyses. Extraneous acoustic targets such as the turbine superstructure and turbine-
associated turbulence were identified and excluded from fish backscatter calculations.

MS 2000

Multi-beam sonars synthesize a contiguous fan of narrow sonar beams using signal amplitude and
phase information acquired by a large array of discrete receive transducers. The MS 2000 multi-
beam can acquire field data in either raw elemental, non-beamformed form, i.e. data from the
individual receive array transducers are stored for later off-line beamforming, or the array data can
be beamformed in real time by company proprietary software and stored in the resultant reduced
form. For this study raw elemental data (i.e. non-beamformed “.smb” output format) was selected
to enable the use of our quantitatively better understood in-house developed beamformers
(Cochrane et al. 2003) as well as to provide greater analytical flexibility in post-processing. For the
Sept. 2010 survey, data were first beamformed in post-processing in successive groups of 1000
pings to facilitate trials with differing analytical concepts. All subsequent surveys were
beamformed in units corresponding to individual grid survey transects. The earlier Sept. 2010 data
were eventually also reprocessed in transect units for consistency. The Sept. 2010 data files were
additionally beamformed using a non-linear algorithm (Cochrane 2002) to determine if the
alternative technique might improve fish detection. While cursory inspection showed that the non-
linear processing did yield visually less noisy appearing fan sections, the technique did not clearly
reveal additional fish echoes. Consequently, it was decided to use only ‘“normal” linear
beamforming because of its inherently superior quantification potential.

3.5.1.3 Data Processing
EK60

General: Data processing was essentially the same for the single 2010 survey and the 2011/2012
surveys. Once the regions (transects) were defined in the data files and the vertical analysis intervals
identified, a third variable depth boundary was manually established defining the upper margin of a
layer that included all valid observations lying below the surface bubble/turbulence backscatter
zone. This required careful scrutinizing of the echogram to separate areas of surface backscatter
noise from areas containing potentially un-obscured fish targets. An additional boundary was
established at 10 m to investigate the distribution of backscatter associated with the surface layer.
Figure 8 illustrates the boundary layers and demonstrates the subjective nature of assigning this
boundary. Depth intervals of 5 m for the 2010 survey and 1 m for the most recent surveys were
established between the sea surface and the varying depth of the bottom boundary for subsequent
quantification. Backscatter for the entire water column and the vertical intervals were estimated
following standard acoustic procedures in the Echoview software. Output options for backscatter
included volume backscattering strength (S,), Nautical Area Scattering Coefficient (NASC), area
backscattering coefficient (ABC), and area backscattering strength (S;). Most estimates of
backscatter for the EK60 were expressed in NASC or S, units where the difference between S, and
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NASC is simply a scaling factor (MacLennan et al. 2002). A total of 26 transects were extracted
from the echogram data in September 2010 compared with 512 for the 2011/2012 surveys, and
subjected to analysis and variable output (APPENDIX 5).

TS estimates: The Echoview acoustic editing software contains a module that uses standard
algorithms to detect individual targets based on a series of input parameters. The output is the target
strength distribution of those reflectors which meet the selection criteria. Although the detection of
single targets during vessel transit is far more difficult than when stationary due to reduced target
redundancy, and generally leads to the selection of fewer echoes, it is still possible. However, it
should be noted that the selection of targets is very sensitive to the threshold values used to
determine whether an echo originates from a single or multiple target(s) within a sample layer.
Information on the distribution of target strength for high probability single-target echoes can be
used to infer fish size and possibly species.

Acoustic transect files were edited in Echoview to remove unwanted noise then subjected to the
single target detection algorithm contained within the virtual echogram module. Individual fish
targets were identified in the water column within the boundaries defined as the surface (noise
removed) and the bottom as described above. Slight refinements in the detections parameters were
implemented between the 2010 survey analysis and the 2011/12 survey series which reduced the
number of targets detected modestly. Target detection parameters for each time period within the
Echoview editing software were defined as follows:

2011/2012 Surveys  Sept 2010

TS Threshold (dB) -55.00 -60.00
Pulse length determination Level (dB): 6.00 6.00
Minimum normalized pulse length: 0.70 0.60
Maximum normalized pulse length: 1.20 1.50
Maximum beam compensation (dB): 6.00 6.00
Maximum Standard deviation minor-axis (degrees): 0.60 0.60
Maximum Standard deviation minor-axis (degrees): 0.60 0.60

Detailed data on range, angular position, compensated and uncompensated TS for each target were
exported to an MS Excel (CSV) file for analysis. These data were subject to further filtering
following the criteria established by (Pefia 2008). Only targets within a low signal-to-noise region
of the acoustic beam based on a target-beam composition of -3 dB and maximum within beam offset
of 3’ from the acoustic axis were selected for the analysis. This resulted in a reduction of targets by
approximately 50%. Each target was then assigned to 10 m depth intervals to investigate variability
in TS with depth. TS was converted to backscatter (ops = 10"%*°), averaged in the linear domain,
then converted to mean TS (TS= 10 log ops). Day time was defined as 1 hour after sunrise and
before sunset, while night was 1 hour after sunset and 1 hour before sunrise. The two hour
transition periods at dawn and dusk were not included in the day/night analysis.

MS 2000 Multi-beam
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Several approaches were explored in the quantitative analysis of MS 2000 data. The initial
approach was an exploratory implementation of direct echo counting or enumeration to make
maximum use of the large ping-to- ping ensonification volumes provided by the multi-beam. In the
end, the vast bulk of our analysis relied on the extraction of Volume Backscattering Strength in a
manner somewhat analogous to that employed for the EK60 echosounder but requiring adaptation
for the complex synthetic beam patterns of the multi-beam and further efforts to suppress extraneous
noise which was markedly more prevalent than with the single beam system.

Time Base: Recorded MS 2000 data were time-stamped from the time base of the logging
computer. On data playback this time base displayed both an offset and, in some cases, a linear
offset drift from the EK60 time base. For the initial Sept. 2010 survey, when observations of the
OpenHydro turbine were conducted, a specialized algorithm harmonized MS 2000 time to EK60
time to within 2 s over the entire logging period. For subsequent surveys, analyses proceeded on the
basis of spatially-defined transects making harmonized timing less critical but EK60 and MS 2000
data times were usually harmonized to within 60 s.

Fish Densities from Echo Enumeration: Fish concentrations (fish/m?) as functions of depth can be
estimated by, first, the direct counting or enumeration of manually identified fish echoes for
contiguous depth intervals over a predefined number of successive fan sections (i.e. pings), followed
by division of the total accumulated fish counts for specific depth intervals by the total “effectively”
ensonified water volumes (explained below) for the same depth intervals. The advantage of a
manual direct counting approach is that operator experience enables the rejection of false fish
echoes arising either from spatially extended or diffuse bubble clouds, from recognizable extraneous
noise bursts, or from the more continuous noise background especially at longer profiling ranges.
This largely overcomes the fundamental weakness of the alternative Volume Backscattering
Technique outlined below where either all sources of noise are accepted, or else specialized
algorithms are developed and employed to recognize and reject specific types of false signals. In
practice, manual target selection is achieved by simply mouse clicking on visually identified fish
echoes over successive fan sections. For each selected echo, port-starboard echo position and depth
are computed from mouse-selected screen coordinates and converted to echo latitude, longitude, and
depth using GPS vessel course (i.e. direction of travel) as a first estimate to vessel heading
(directional orientation). The approximation of vessel heading in this manner is not particularly
accurate within strong tidal streams, but the only measure available (vessel heading is not utilized
for any results presented in this current Report). A supplementary ping-by-ping file of maximum
usable profiling ranges is also generated by mouse clicking on the nearest point on bottom including
the leading edge of any artificial bottom structures. Normally, fish echoes are not discernible at
ranges greater than the transducer to first bottom arrival (echo) distance on all fan beams including
beams at inclinations far removed from the vertical. At profiling ranges exceeding the transducer to
bottom distance, continuous high-level bottom-scattered energy arrives at the receive transducer
array elements and dominates the beam-forming process. This intense bottom-scattered energy
contaminates or masks otherwise legitimate low-level signals originating within the water column in
inclined fan beams at profiling ranges greater than the minimum transducer to bottom range. Some
of the interfering energy arises from normal beam side lobe leakage but the effect is usually
exacerbated by non-linear processes such as signal clipping and anomalous array elemental
interactions.
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The direct counting methodology, while possessing high discrimination for legitimate fish targets,
has three fundamental weaknesses all effectively addressed or side-stepped by the more standard
Volume Backscattering Strength technique:

1) The difficulty of defining “effectively” sampled water volumes on a ping-by-ping basis:
While the port-starboard beam fan swath is well defined for imaging purposes, the fore-aft
angular detection space is not. The fore-aft beam response declines in amplitude gradually
and systematically on moving either fore or aft of the nominal central plane of the fan swath.
Consequently, it is inescapably subjective to determine whether a fish echo of given strength
lies “inside” or “outside” any arbitrarily established fore-aft angular sampling boundary.
Stronger fish echoes will be clearly discerned at greater angular distances from the central
swath plane.

2) The laborious nature of target-by-target manual echo identification making application to the
full quantity of data constituting a typical fisheries acoustic survey impractical — unless,
perhaps, the human operator can be removed and automated target recognition algorithms
employed. Consequently, it proved feasible to apply this methodology to only a few
representative data selections from the initial Sept. 2010 data set.

3) The failure of the methodology when fish are aggregated into sufficiently tight schools that
individual fish echoes cannot be confidently resolved.

The theory, implementation, and limitations of the direct counting approach are more fully
discussed in APPENDIX 6.

Volume Backscattering Strength: Volume backscattering strength (abbreviated VBS — symbol S,) is
a standard quantitative measure of backscatter widely employed in conventional single beam
acoustic fish surveys including those conducted using split-beam sounders like the Simrad EKG60.
By strict definition VBS is a measure of the acoustic intensity returned or “backscattered” from 1 m®
of ensonified water, observed at a (mathematically) reduced reference range (by convention 1 m),
using a unit intensity ensonifying source, the quantity expressed in logarithmic decibel form: S, =
10 log(sy R1) where s,, the “volume backscattering coefficient”, is the relevant intensity and R; the
unity reference distance (see Clay & Medwin 1977 for a fuller development of acoustic terminology
and relevant concepts). Our practice is to use the symbols “S,” or “VBS” to refer to backscatter
measures in either decibel or linear form but qualified by the terms “linear form” or “linearized” S,
when the linear form (i.e. s,) is implied. Even for conventional single beam (including split-beam)
echosounders, VBS is a challenging quantity both to measure accurately and to interpret properly in
terms of real-world fish densities and biomass distributions (MacLennan & Simmonds 1992, Clay &
Medwin 1977). When VBS extraction is applied to multi-beam systems, quantification and
interpretational challenges are multiplied (Cochrane et al. 2003, Foote et al. 2005) due to multiple
and differing synthesized beam patterns, a susceptibility to extraneous noise, and, importantly, the
difficulty of characterizing fish target strengths at variable and generally non-dorsal ensonification
angles as further discussed below.

Computationally, linear form VBS at a given observation range - or equivalently at any instant in
time after sonar pulse transmission - reduces to a numerical quantity consisting of the suitably
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scaled, 2-way propagation loss corrected, squared amplitude of the backscattered echosounder
signal, divided by the volume of water instantaneously “effectively” ensonified. The authors have
published fairly rigorous techniques for extracting VBS from the Simrad MS 2000 (formerly
denoted the SM 2000) multi-beam (Melvin et al. 2003, Cochrane et al. 2003). These techniques
have been extended in APPENDIX 7 to accommodate use of the narrow-beam (1.5) transmit
transducer in Mills Cross configuration with the receive array in the present multi-beam
configuration. Relative-only VBS estimates have been extracted from the Minas Passage MS 2000
data sets as the system is uncalibrated. Absolute sonar system calibrations using the narrow beam
transmit transducer would require measurements in a specialized facility not available locally.
Multi-beam VBS analysis possesses two inherent advantages over visual target counting:

1) VBS has a precise mathematical/physical definition permitting the development of objective,
fully automated processing codes which permit rapid assessment of large datasets.

2) Since VBS is a lumped energy-based signal measure rather than a target enumeration
measure, aggregated targets do not require resolution into discrete echoes for assessment.
This is important when fish targets are schooled.

It is essential to understand that multi-beam linearized VBS vs. depth profiles constitute a precise
proxy for fish densities only if the mix of targets (i.e. fish) remains invariant with depth and if all
relevant fish components possess acoustic target strengths independent of depth and of
ensonification angle - which is never exactly true in reality. Vertical beam echosounders have the
advantage that fish ensonification angles remain near dorsal. In contrast, our multi-beam derived
VBS estimates for a given depth combine data from a number of beams at varying angles from the
vertical, an angular mixture which varies with depth. At off-dorsal ensonification angles, fish
azimuthal orientation relative to the ensonification direction is also a determinate of VBS. For these
reasons multi-beam derived profiles of VBS vs. depth obtained using sonar beams inclined off-
vertical may differ from those derived from vertical split-beam systems; nor can such multi-beam
derived profiles be as confidently interpreted in terms of real vertical changes in fish density. Also,
simple multi-beams like the MS 2000, unlike systems with split-beam capability, cannot supply
independent estimates of acoustic target strength to reduce ambiguity in deducing fish densities
from measured VBS levels.

VBS-based studies of fish in Minas Passage using MS 2000 multi-beam data presented several
additional challenges. First, VBS is a lumped measure of backscatter from all sources including
both fish and difficult to exclude, deep-penetrating bubble clouds highly prevalent in the tide-rips of
the area. Secondly, VBS is observed to contain large noise components arising both from EK60
sounder interference and from the vessel’s propulsion system. Automated processing algorithms
have been developed to minimize this noise (APPENDIX 7), both by employing signal thresholding
to minimize weak, fairly continuous noise sources, and by employing noise blanking in an attempt
to identify and eliminate discrete noise bursts on individual echogram fan sections prior to their
quantification. These noise suppressions algorithms have proven to be of limited effectiveness.
Nevertheless, we do believe that multi-beam derived VBS profiles properly chosen and scrutinized
in light of the above limitations can still inform one as to the gross characteristics of water column
biomass distribution as well as furnishing important clues as to how these distributions may vary
spatially (both vertically and horizontally), in response to tides and light levels, and even seasonally.
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There is one inherent advantage to multi-beam vs. EK60 derived VBS estimates: For the matched
sampling rates employed in Minas Passage, over a given length of survey profile the multi-beam
non-redundantly samples a larger total water volume than the split-beam system. This arises from
the multi-beam’s 180 angular fan spread combined with reduced along track overlap between beam
samples due to the multi-beam’s 1.5  along-track beamwidth vs. 7° for the split-beam system. In
consequence, the multi-beam when operating under good signal-to-noise conditions may afford
superior time-spatial resolution of fish distributions to the split-beam system.

Starting with the 22 August 2011 survey and continuing to the end of the field program MS 2000
VBS vs. depth profiles were generated at 1 m depth intervals with correction for transducer draft.
The single survey line or transect was used as the basic analysis unit (i.e. a spatial analysis unit in
contrast to a temporal analysis unit as employed for much of the specialized analysis of the initial
survey). Acoustic absorption corrections were applied to the multi-beam data consistent with
survey-specific measured temperatures and salinities. Subsequently, signal thresholding was also
applied and “Ring”, “Arc”, and “Spoke” noise removal algorithms added and refined as outlined in
APPENDIX 7. The initial 10 Sept, 2010 data were eventually reprocessed in a manner consistent
with the latter collected data sets.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 EKG60 Split-beam Sonar
4.1.1 Backscatter levels

The initial step in the analysis of the EK60 data was to examine the backscatter throughout the
water column including the near-surface backscatter “noise” below 1.5 m believed to originate from
tidal turbulence associated bubble clouds. Immediately obvious are the large declines in individual
transect backscatter, averaging 99.65%, and ranging from 98.10% to 99.97%, when the surface
noise zones were removed from the September 2010 analysis (Table 3). For the 2011/12 surveys
this is equivalent to the zone identified as fish in Table 6. While the amount of backscatter
attributed to turbulence/ aeration is generally less when considered over the entire year it still ranges
from 63 to 99% at the test site and 74 to 96% in the channel. This clearly illustrates the significance
of the backscatter that is attributed to surface bubble entrainment — the degree of which varies
dramatically throughout the tidal cycle. It should be noted that high winds were encountered during
the 2010 and August 2011 surveys which likely contributed to additional aeration of the surface
waters. Peak near-surface backscatter amplitudes and the deepest vertical penetrations of the bubble
noise (i.e., backscatter) generally correspond to the period of maximum tidal flows, however, spatial
differences were observed between transects for all surveys. Fortunately, although the surface noise
was relatively strong there was no evidence of acoustic shading of the water column or of the
bottom below the noise in the 2010 data.

Details of the water column backscatter from individual transects are provided in Table 3 for the
2010 survey and in APPENDIX 5 for the 2011/12 surveys. However, because the results from the
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2010 survey have already been reported (Melvin and Cochrane 2012) we will focus our discussion
on the results from the 2011/12 surveys. Differences in observations/ conclusions will be identified
if, and when, they exist between the two study periods. In addition, our discussions will concentrate
on general observations related to the spatial and temporal distribution and abundance of fish. Our
approach will be to begin with a general overview of the data/observations then move into more
specific details of our findings. Given the large amount of data collected over the year there are
additional opportunities to explore a number of hypotheses or relationships in the future.

Over a period of about 10 months, eight surveys were conducted in Minas Passage that covered the
FORCE test site and the adjacent channel. Each survey was divided into a series of grids where
each grid included 9 transects over the test site and 3 representing the channel (Table 4). The date,
time, number of transects and physical characteristics of the water for each survey are described in
Table 5. Mean S, by survey for the entire water column, for the water column below 10 m, and then
edited to retain only fish (i.e., non-turbulence related backscatter) are presented in Table 6. A
summary of the mean acoustic backscatter from the test site and the channel expressed in terms of
Sv, NASC, ABC and S, from fish-like targets observed during each of the 8 surveys in Minas
Passage is presented in Table 7. In addition, an estimate of fish biomass based on a Target
Strength (TS) weight value of -35.5 dB (characteristic of a 28 cm herring) is provided. It is
important to note that the biomass presented must not be considered as an absolute value. Biomass
in tonnes is presented as an understandable measure and is derived from the primary backscatter
units (Sy , NASC, ABC and S,). It is a relative term that can be compared from survey to survey
and between areas.

Examination of biomass estimates by survey reveals distinct differences between the amount of fish
at the test site and in the channel, and that estimated biomass varies both spatially and temporally
(Table 5). In August, September and November the observed biomass is greater in the channel than
at the test site while in May and June the opposite occurs. During the winter periods, January and
March, there is essentially no difference in estimated biomass between the two areas. This
relationship is best illustrated in Fig. 9 which displays the monthly biomass estimates for the test
area and the channel. The figure shows that there are no significant differences (P < 0.01) between
areas for October, January and March with the test site having more fish than the channel in late
summer early fall, but less fish in May and June. The outstanding data point is November where the
estimate is much larger in the channel than at the test site. This point was checked and is valid, but
it is also the result of a single dense school of fish that appears in one transect during the survey.
Without the one transect encountering a school of fish the November biomass estimate is not
significantly different from that observed at the test site.

In summary the mean monthly backscatter from the surveys indicates a relatively consistent pattern
of fish-like backscatter at both the test site and in the channel. Beginning in August there is a
gradual increase until about November then a decline during the cold winter months and finally a
rapid increase in May with a maximum in June. This is generally consistent with the known
migration and distribution of fishes in the upper Bay of Fundy. During the late summer early fall
the anadromous fishes, adults and juveniles, leave the freshwater to begin the marine phase of their
life cycle. Many likely linger in the upper Bay of Fundy before moving into deep water at the onset
of winter. With the beginning of spring the anadromous fishes return to the area and there is also an
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increase in the abundance of Atlantic herring known to spawn in the inner Bay of Fundy between
May and July, thereby increasing the backscatter associated with fish.

One question that always arises from point estimates (i.e., single estimate for the month) is the
degree of data compatibility from year-to-year. We have only a single survey from 2010 that is
comparable in the design and coverage to the 2011/12 surveys. The September 2010 survey
covered the majority of the test area of the September 2011 survey — the exception being that both
the 2011 farthest north and farthest south transects were not included in the 2010 survey.
Comparing the two surveys shows that there is no significant difference (P < 0.01) between the
mean biomass (backscatter) in September 2010 and 2011 (Fig. 10).

Unfortunately, a survey could not be undertaken every month of the year due to weather and vessel
availability and what occurs during these interim periods is only speculative. If funds become
available effort should be made to fill in the gaps, either from existing data sources or additional
studies. The fact that there appears to be some consistency between years (albeit one survey)
suggests that the data would be comparable. There also appears to be some consistency in
backscatter with season.

4.1.2 Vertical Distribution

The acoustic surveys conducted in Minas Passage over the year provide extensive information on
the abundance and vertical distribution of fish-like targets. Because of the large volumes of data
available when the backscatter is assessed at 1 m intervals for the entire water column, the
information is presented graphically rather than in tabular form. However, the numeric backscatter
at any depth and for any transect are available if required. In essence, the data are presented in two
forms for each of the 8 surveys. The first series of graphs illustrates the proportion of backscatter
and area backscattering coefficient (ABC) for the entire survey separated into the test area and the
channel. The initial graph is restricted to only water depths consistent with the test area when
presenting data for both the test area and the channel Fig. 11a), while the second graph illustrates
the same parameters for the full depth of the channel (Fig. 11b) using the channel data alone.
Thereafter, the backscatter for each completed survey grid is presented for the channel (Fig. 11c)
and for the test area (Fig. 11d) in terms of proportion of backscatter and the ABC. All estimates are
based on the mean backscatter/1 m interval. The same representation is used for each of the eight
surveys conducted during this study (Figs. 11 to 18).

Immediately evident from the figures is that there are clear bands of distribution throughout the
water column where fish are concentrated. The vertical distribution is also variable from survey-to-
survey and by grid, and not necessarily consistent between the test area and the channel even for
common depths. For the August 22 survey the distribution of fish by depth was different between
the test area and the channel (Fig. 11a). Peak backscatter in the test area occurred near the surface
(< 3 m), about 10 m, and between 16 and 22 m, while in similarly shallow areas of the channel the
peaks occurred between 10 — 15 m and 20 — 22 m. Overall, backscatter was greater in the channel
than at the test site. Examination of the full channel depth range (Fig. 11b) disclosed another peak
at about 50 - 60 m which coincides with the increased slope at the channel break. Specific grids
undertaken during the survey illustrate how the distribution pattern can change with time and tidal
phase. Most surveys began on the falling tide. In the channel, peak backscatter distribution appears
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to move closer to the surface from Grid 1 to Grid 2, then back to an intermediate (40 — 60 m) depth
(Fig. 11c) suggesting that fish may move closer to the surface with changing tide. At the test site
the observations show strong backscatter between 12 and 20 m, declining to about 35 m during the
ebb tide. This would imply that fish are moving out with the tide (Fig. 11d). In the other 3 Grid’s
(phases of the tide) at the test site acoustic backscatter was distributed evenly throughout the water
column, except Grid 2 where two dominant peaks occurred at 10 and 22 m. These peaks are the
result of a few small individual aggregations of targets in the test area.

Similar results were observed during the September 19 survey where the overall backscatter
distribution showed major modes in the shallow water (~5 m) and between 14 and 28 m (Fig. 12a).
Backscatter distribution was consistent between the test area and the channel, except for a spike that
occurred at 49 m in the former. This depth is near bottom at the break between the test area and the
channel. Overall backscatter was much greater in the channel than at the test site for most depth
intervals (Fig. 12a). In the channel another major peak/spike was observed near bottom at about
115 - 118 m (Fig. 12b) during Grid 3. The increased backscatter in the channel occurred in Grid 3
during the early phase of the flood tide (Fig. 12c). It was not uncommon to document an increase in
backscatter in this area (i.e. depth) during several of the surveys conducted over the year. At the test
site the pattern was slightly different when the backscatter was examined by Grid (Fig. 12d). A
peak was observed between 15 and 25 m but the greatest backscatter even at these depths occurred
during Grid 1 (ebb tide) and Grid 4 (flood tide). Fish-like targets were more abundant and more
broadly dispersed throughout the water column below 15 m than in the other Grids (Fig. 12d). A
spike in backscatter occurred at 49 m in Grid 2 reflecting a small school of fish observed in the
deeper water of one of the transects near the channel break.

Backscatter in the channel decreased but increased in the test area in October observations (Fig. 9).
Overall the backscatter was distributed through the water column with multiple peaks occurring in
both areas (Fig. 13a & b). The largest proportion of backscatter was observed in the top 12 m at the
test site and in the top 40 m in the channel. The backscatter at both locations was approximately
equal. A slight increase in backscatter was also observed near the channel bottom at ~130 m (Fig.
13b). Looking at the backscatter distribution in the channel by Grid, it is difficult to detect any
pattern, except that the majority of fish-like targets occur at depths less than 35 m and that far more
backscatter was observed during Grid 1 and Grid 3 (Fig. 13c). A similar observation was made at
the test site where the majority of backscatter occurred in the top 22 m and was dominated by Grid 1
(ebb tide) and Grid 4 (flood tide) (Fig. 13d).

During the November 22 survey the majority of backscatter was found above 10 m at both the test
site and in the Channel (Fig. 14a). Below 10 m the backscatter was relatively constant on a
proportional bases with the overall backscatter greater in the channel than at the test site for all
depths (Fig. 14a). No increase in backscatter was observed near bottom in the channel (Fig. 14b).
Backscatter was also relatively constant throughout the water column in the channel from Grid to
Grid with the majority occurring in the upper 15 m (Fig. 14c). Although relatively consistent for
Grid 1 and 2 there was a significant increase in backscatter between 18 and 32 m for Grid 3 at the
test site (Fig. 14d).

When the overall mean backscatter for the January 25 survey was examined it showed what might
be considered as an unusual pattern that oscillates at about 3 m vertical intervals at both the test site
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and in the channel - with more backscatter being associated with the latter (Fig. 15a). A similar
oscillating pattern is observed throughout the deeper waters in the channel, although there is a slight
increase in backscatter in the deepest waters near bottom (Fig. 15b). The pattern is likely due to the
relatively small amount fish present in the area during the extreme conditions of winter and a more
uniform distribution of backscatter in the water column. The peaks and troughs represent the
variability in presence of organisms as a function of changing tidal depths over a 24 hour period.
Note this is the first 24 hour survey to be conducted and distributions are likely confounded by the
day/night cycles. Examination of the mean backscatter by grid reveals some patterns consistent
with earlier surveys in that peak backscatter occurs at less than 15 m depth in the channel (Fig. 15c).
However, beyond the shallow water the pattern is similar for most Grids between 40 and 100 m,
peaking near 40 m then slowly decreasing with increasing depth. There are also some Day/Night
differences in the amount of total backscatter. Grids 4 and 5 with the highest mean backscatter
represent night sampling suggesting there may be some movement up into the water column at
night. The situation is slightly different at the test site with the peak backscatter occurring around 30
m for two daytime Grids (1 & 2) and a large concentration of backscatter near bottom (Fig. 15d).

The second 24 hour survey was conducted on March 19 and produced a backscatter distribution
pattern similar to the previous survey. Oscillating waves of backscatter were observed throughout
the water column without any easily identifiable depth of maximum concentration (Fig. 16a & b).
Overall backscatter was also low at this time of year (winter) at the test site and also in the channel
(Fig. 9). For the individual Grids several peaks were identified. In the channel spikes occurred at 5,
22, and 42 m depths with a broad distribution of increased backscatter occurring in Grid 1 between
30 and 70 m. Excluding the occasional peaks, the mean backscatter by grid decreased slightly with
depth in the channel (Fig. 16c). Backscatter distribution in the water column differed at the test site
(Fig. 16d). Increased backscatter was observed near the surface, between 18 and 35 m, as well as
several spikes at water depths > 35 m for several of the Grids undertaken during the 24 hr survey.

The May survey represents a period of time when mean biomass densities had increased from the
winter lows, especially at the test site (Fig. 9). This was the first survey where the estimated water
column biomass at the test site was statistically (P < 0.01) greater than that in the channel. Unlike
the previous two surveys distinct vertical distribution patterns began to appear again. Figure 173,
which shows the mean backscatter (ABC) in 1 m intervals, depicts the majority of backscatter above
10 m in the water column for both the test site and the channel (Fig. 17a). An additional peak is
seen at 30 — 34 m at the test site and at about 51 — 54 m in the channel. Examination of the Grids
indicates the consistency of the surface distribution throughout the entire survey in the channel and
the influence of a single transect for the generation of the 50 - 54 m peak on Grid 4 (Fig. 17c). At
the test site the majority of backscatter was observed near the surface for most survey Grids;
however, the distribution between 20 and 40 m was more variable depending upon the Grid. The
strongest backscatter occurred at 32 m for Grid 4, but minor peaks were observed between 20 and
35 m in several other Grids (Fig. 17d).

The highest biomass observed during the 1 year study occurred on June 25, 2012. Biomass in the
test area again was statistically (P < 0.01) greater than the channel (Fig. 9). Overall the vertical
distribution of backscatter in the channel and at the test site was relatively similar from the surface
to just over 40 m (Fig. 18a). Below 40 m multiple peaks in backscatter, extending to over 100 m
were observed in the channel (Fig. 18b). The large peak at 45 m is associated with a school of fish
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off bottom near the channel break. This 24 hr survey serves to illustrate how extreme the
distributional variability of backscatter (i.e. fish) can be extending over just two tidal cycles
spanning the day-night transition. The backscatter layer between 20 and 40 m shows up in both the
channel and the test area for the Grids, but it is primarily the product of Grid 1 for the former and
Grids 5 and 6 for the latter (Fig. 18c & d). Several strong layers resulting from other Grids were
also observed below 40 m in the channel (Fig. 18c). At the test site the backscatter was dominated
by 3 Grids (5, 6, and 7) with distinctly different backscatter vertical distributions: Grid 5 had a
range between 28 and 38 m, Grid 6 between 18 and 35 m and Grid 7, between 18 and 15 m (Fig.
18d). These Grids represent the change from day to night with Grid 5 occurring during the day,
Grid 6 late day/sunset, and Grid 7 night (Fig. 18d, 3-D backscatter plot for Grid 6 shown in Fig. 19).
Assuming the backscatter is associated with fish, then the change in distribution at the test site likely
represents the upwards diel movement of fish in the water column at night.

In summary the data presented illustrate that the distribution and abundance of fish-like targets can
be monitored and quantified using acoustic technology. Over the year-long study we have found the
vertical distribution and strength of acoustic backscatter to vary with depth, tidal phase, season,
day/night, and survey Grid. The extent of this variability appears to be related to the quantity of fish
in the area and likely the species present. In some cases the fish-like targets seem to remain at about
the same depth as the tide level changes, while in other Grids they maintain a constant depth off
bottom. Generalizing the observations, at the test site there are 3 main layers or zones of
backscatter; the upper water column (< 10 m from the surface), the middle water column (15 - 35
m), and the near bottom (> 45 m). At these depths a significant proportion of the backscatter can
and will interact with a proposed tidal power unit. The actual proportion can be calculated from the
existing data and will of course depend upon the vertical position of the turbine. Maximum
backscatter at the test site occurs in May, June, and possibly July (no surveys) with estimates greater
than in the Channel during this period. In August and September the backscatter at the test site was
much lower than in the channel. In November backscatter at the test site and in the channel are
about equal. The water column distribution of backscatter in the channel can be either consistent
with or significantly different from that observed at the test site depending upon the month and
timing of the survey grid.

An extensive amount of data were collected during this study that will help developers and
regulatory agencies evaluate the potential impact of tidal power development in Minas Passage. In
this report we have provided only general statements about the distribution and abundance of fish-
like scatterers. The data can, however, be used to address specific development configurations once
they are known. It must be stressed that sampling covered a total of only 8 days in an entire year at
somewhat irregular intervals and that a number of large gaps exist in the data. Additional studies
are needed to examine the months for which there were no surveys and how variable the
observations are from day-to-day. Another critical factor in the analysis is the lack of ground-
truthing. While the estimates of backscatter will not change, the extension of these data to
biomass is purely speculative based on knowledge of the area. New studies should incorporate
sampling to identify the acoustic targets.

4.1.3 Target Strengths (TS)

4.1.3.1 Results and Discussion
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Target strength in the simplest terms is the ability of a target like fish to return an echo. More
specifically it is defined as the ratio of the incident acoustic intensity to the reflected acoustic
intensity, referenced to a distance of 1 m from the target, as follows:

TS=10Log (I /1j)

where
I, = reflected acoustic intensity at the reference distance
l; = incident acoustic intensity

In essence, it is the proportion of energy reflected by a target relative to the incident energy
transmitted from an echosounder or sonar. Knowledge of target strength enables one to convert a
measure of received acoustic energy like Volume Backscattering Strength into the number of or
volume density of targets within an acoustic beam. For fish possessing a swim bladder, greater than
90% of the reflected energy is a function of size and shape of this organ. Target strength is a
function of the size, structure, and physical properties of the target which for aquatic organisms
include biological conditions of the specific target, and to a lesser extent the properties of the
enclosing environmental medium. An identical target observed by a multi-frequency echo-sounder
will have different TS values for each frequency. In this study a 120 kHz transducer was deployed
for all surveys. System calibrations were based on the TS of a 38.1 mm tungsten carbide sphere.
The standard TS/Length equation for a fish is;

TS = Slope Log (Length) - intercept

where
Slope = slope of the TS-length relationship usually fixed at 20
Length = fish length (cm)
Intercept = intercept of the TS-length relationship.

Additional parameters have been incorporated into other TS equations to account for maturity stage
and depth of fish targets (Ona 2003). Generally speaking, for fish the stronger the TS of a target the
larger the fish after inter-specific differences are taken into consideration.

In general, acoustic targets greater than -60 dB and less than -30 dB are considered fish with TS
being dependent upon the fish length and species. Unfortunately, the information collected in
Minas Passage to date does not permit any reliable identification of species, yet species within the
observed TS dB ranges are known to occur in the area at the time of sampling. Any reference to
species is purely speculative. Given the observed TS distributions it is likely that the targets with a
TS < -52 dB represent relatively small fish in the order of 10 cm or less (e.g. young of the year
gaspereau or herring). TS distributions in the range of -51 to -47 dB are characteristic of juvenile
clupeids in the 15 - 20 cm range (e.g. juvenile herring - age 1+). A TS in the range of -46 to -41 dB
represents larger and likely adult fish such as herring, gaspereau, or smelt. The few targets with a
TS > -40 dB are most probably one of several groundfish species known to occur in the area or a
migratory shad/striped bass.

29



In this study we explored the variations in mean TS of individual targets by survey (season) and by
vertical distribution at the FORCE test site and the broader channel in Minas Passage. A major
limitation of the study was the absence ground-truthing of the observed fish-like targets at the time
of surveying. That being said the operation of most conventional sampling gear is extremely
difficult in the rapid moving waters of the Passage. Without this information all inferences
regarding fish species are based on literature values and previous knowledge of the species and size
present in the area. A fish study by CEF Consultants between 2009 and 2010 monitored the
seasonal distribution of fishes in the Passage (CEF 2011). Based on their findings the dominant
species present throughout the summer months was herring, with catches of mackerel, gaspereau,
smelt, lumpfish, flounder and dollar fish. Occasional larger species such as striped bass and shad
were also reported.

The TS distribution of individual targets by survey month indicated a broad distribution ranging
from the upper to the lower threshold detection boundaries of -30 to -60 dB (Fig. 20). Multiple
modes reflecting different fish species or size of fish can be seen in the histograms, except for the
winter period — November through March. From August to November there is a general decline in
the number or proportion of higher TS targets suggesting the departure of larger fish from the area.
In May the proportion of higher TS targets increases into June, and likely remains at about the same
level in July (no survey), thereby completing the annual cycle (Fig. 20). During the winter months
the frequency appears to be uni-modally distributed around a mean TS of between -51 to -49
depending upon the month. These low TS’s are generally considered characteristic of small or
otherwise poorly reflecting fishes.

Mean TS by survey was found to differ significantly during certain periods of the survey year (Fig.
21). Overall TS decreased significantly (P < 0.05) from -44.57 dB in August to September reaching
a low in October. Targets in this TS range lie in the size range of juvenile herring. Thereafter the
TS gradually increased over the winter months (November through March) remaining in the general
range characteristic of juvenile fish. Between March and May the mean TS jumped significantly (P
< 0.05) implying the influx of larger fish, although a large number of smaller targets were still
present in the area. This may be characteristic of adult anadromous fishes moving through the
Minas Channel to ascend their natal rivers. The TS decreased significantly (P < 0.05) from May to
June with a mean TS similar to that observed in August (Table 8). Unfortunately no surveys were
conducted in December, February, April, or July.

Examination of the distribution of mean TS for each survey by 10 m depth intervals serves to
illustrate the variability of TS by season and by depth including the depths associated with the test
site and the deeper channel. Observations above 60 m are generally considered characteristic of the
test-site while those deeper characterize the channel. For the spring and summer surveys there
appears to be two modes or peaks in the vertical distribution of stronger mean TS, one between 10
and 40 m depending upon the tide and another in the deeper waters at depth greater than 100 m (Fig.
22). The winter months (November through March) consistently show the strongest mean TS as
originating from targets below 100 m, however even these are weaker by a couple of dB than those
observed at similar depths during the summer. This would imply that, overall, larger fish are more
prevalent in the spring/summer than during the winter. During the spring/ early summer (May and
June surveys), and even late summer, the mean TS around the 20 - 40 m peak is similar or slightly
higher than the TS observed at depth > 100 m. However, as fall progresses (September/October)
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this pattern changes such that the larger TS (i.e. fish) are observed primarily in the deeper areas of
the channel. This pattern persists over the winter although the mean TS’s during this period are
weaker. There also appears to be a weak TS peak at 50 — 60 m in most surveys that corresponds
roughly with the transition (channel edge) from the test site to the channel.

To investigate seasonal patterns in mean TS the monthly data by 10 meter depth intervals were
overlaid in two figures. The first figure represents water depths consistent with the FORCE test site
and the second depths associated with the deep channel water (Figs. 23 & 24 respectively). It
should be noted that in this analysis the data were not split into the test site and channel, so mean TS
was determined from all targets within a depth interval regardless of its location. Figure 23, which
illustrates the TS distribution for water depths associated with the test site, shows two mean TS
general modes; September/October and May. The one exception is the 0 — 10 m interval where
there is a real decrease in the September mean TS. This interval was subject to intensive removal of
backscatter (fish and noise removed because of uncertainty) due to the extreme levels of background
noise (turbulence) in the near surface zone. Error estimates for each depth interval and month are
provided in Table 8. Mean TS at all water depths were consistently lower (more weakly scattering
targets) throughout the winter months. There also appears to be a relationship between the monthly
modes and the water depths (20 — 40 m) associated with peak backscatter and larger fish (Fig. 23).
Water depths associated with the channel showed a similar pattern with peaks in the mean TS
occurring in September and May declining during the summer and winter months (Fig. 24). A
general increase in mean TS with depth within surveys is also evident for the deeper waters (> 60
m). This implies that fish size may vary (increase) vertically with the highest TS occurring in the
deepest waters of the channel during September/October and May.

Day/night TS comparisons were examined for the three surveys which were conducted over a 24
hour period; January 25, March 19, and June 26, 2012, representing three seasons (Winter, Spring
and Summer). The results clearly show distinct differences between the seasons (Fig. 25). In the
January survey there is essentially no difference in the mean TS with depth, except in the 81 — 90 m
and 121 — 130 m depth intervals. Overall there is no significant difference (P < 0.05) between day
and night mean TS (Table 9). The highest TS’s were observed in the deeper depth intervals. The
low TS suggests that the majority of targets are likely small fish, including in the deeper waters
where the mean TS was around -47 dB both day and night. The March survey shows a slightly
different picture. Statistically there is a difference (P < 0.05) in the total mean TS between night
and day with the night targets generally being stronger than during the day (Table 9 and Fig. 25). At
most depth intervals TS differs from night to day. It is also evident that there are two water depths
where mean TS is much stronger at night relative to the day time observations. The mean TS of
individual targets at depth intervals 21 — 30 m and 91 — 110 m increases by about 3 and 6 dB from
day to night respectively (Fig. 25). Fish may be moving up into the water column from bottom
(acoustic dead zone) or moving through the passage at night as a function of tidal phase. In fact
both scenarios may be true where the larger targets in the channel may represent fish moving off
bottom while those around 20 — 30 m depth may be in transit.

June represents a period when a variety of fishes, both summer resident and transient species, would
be expected to be in the upper Bay of Fundy, consequently an increase in mean TS of the individual
targets. Although there was a marked difference between day and night mean TS with water depth
overall there was no significant difference (P > 0.05) when the entire water column is examined.
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This would imply that the same fish are present, but their distribution changes from day to night.
Unlike the other 24 hr surveys, there was a decrease in mean TS between 20 and 40 m from day to
night. Below 50 m the decrease was from night to day is consistent with earlier observations. The
exception to this observation was in the deep water of the channel at depths > 120 m. Overall mean
TS was stronger at night in June than in March or January implying larger or a different species of
fish in the water column.

4.1.3.2 Summary

The results of the TS analysis clearly illustrate that there are temporal and spatial differences in the
mean TS in Minas Passage. Two peak periods stand out as having the strongest mean TS implying
the presence of larger fish; August and May, although the August TS is much larger than the May.
These two periods correspond to the approximate time when migratory fish should be moving
through the passage. Surprisingly, the mean TS in June is not significantly different (P > 0.05) from
March and the mean may have been influenced by a large number smaller targets (e.g. Juvenile
herring), given the nearly factor of 4 greater number of targets detected. The lowest mean TS was
observed in October at a time when most fish would have moved out of the area to over-wintering
areas. The mean TS for September through March would suggest small fish occurring throughout
most of the fall and winter. Mean TS was also found to vary with depth. Overall TS was found to
general increase with depth regardless of the season and especially in the channel waters below 50
m.

Although filters were established between -55 and -30 dB for the extraction of individual targets
there is a clear seasonal pattern in TS distributions over the surveys. From August to October there
is a decline in the proportion of stronger targets until November when these targets (> -42 dB) have
all but disappeared. This general absence of stronger targets continues throughout the winter
months until May (no surveys in April) when they appear again and likely continue to be present
throughout the summer. Assuming the TS distribution is reflective of fish size, the pattern is
consistent with the expected seasonal movement of fish into the area. During the late spring,
summer and early fall, larger fish would be expected to be in the passage transiting to/from rivers
(anadromous species) or feeding. With the onset of winter many of the larger fish would be
expected to leave the area.

Temporal and spatial differences in mean day/night TS were observed in Minas Passage during the
study period. The first of three 24 hour surveys indicated that during January there was no
significant difference (P < 0.05) between day and night TS. By March this changed slightly with a
statistical difference in overall mean TS and mean TS for most depth intervals, with the night targets
being stronger than the day. In June the situation changed again with marked differences in the
mean TS for specific depth internals, but not for the overall water column. These observations are
consistent with the diel movements of the fish known to be present in Minas Passage at the time of
the survey. During the winter most of the larger fish would have moved to deeper waters outside
Minas Channel and the majority of fishes are likely juvenile and small, although there may be some
resident larger fish in the deep channel waters. By spring there is some indication of movement of
the larger of the fish present moving off bottom at night in the deeper waters. The concentration of
targets between 20 - 30 m is still relative small in size (based on TS) compared to those in the deep
waters. June is a dynamic period for fish in the inner Bay of Fundy as large and small migrants
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move into and transit the area, but there is no overall difference in mean TS. This would suggest the
same fish are present but there distribution changes between day and night. Below 40 m the pattern
Is characteristic of natural cycles with larger fish moving up in the water column. The peak in mean
TS between 20 and 40 m is likely herring which during the day are found in the water column. At
night they are traditionally found feeding very near the surface, possibly in the acoustically
unobservable zone above the transducer depth.

4.2 MS 2000 Multi-beam Sonar
4.2.1 General

The extended time period from the initial Sept. 2010 survey to the next survey in Aug. 2011
afforded time to experiment with multi-beam processing algorithms using the initially acquired
dataset. Data were most commonly viewed as single fan sections (Fig. 26) but alternative display
options such as aerial multi-ping sections (Fig. 27) were also explored. Fan sections did reveal
distinct and often abundant fish targets in the upper 10 - 20 m of the water column over a significant
portion of the initial survey with these targets often displaying short range aggregation tendencies
(Fig. 26 - right of center). Other fish-like target echoes were occasionally observed at deeper levels
to bottom (depths are reported relative to the transducer depth of about 2 m). Apparent
bubble/turbulence clouds frequently extended from the surface to, on occasion, depths of 20 m or
more (see backscatter distribution above), similar to observations from the earlier pilot survey
(Melvin et al. 2009). Differences in character between backscatter arising from fish aggregations
and those arising from bubble clouds were sometimes subtle suggesting any attempt to construct
fully automated algorithms to identify fish targets would be problematic. Isolated fish-like echoes
around or just below the periphery of bubble clouds which could represent either fish attracted to
areas of downwelling or, alternatively, simply small detached areas of bubbles were particularly
difficult to classify on both the multi-beam sonar and the split-beam sounder. The former being
more difficult as editing/filtering tools were not available on the commercial market.

4.2.2 Fish Density
4.2.2.1 Results

Estimation of fish density (fish/m®) using manual target enumeration was explored using two
differing turbine-transiting profiles on the initial Sept. 2010 survey. Profile 1 consisted of 1700 fan
sections collected between 12:33:11 to 13:01:11 GMT on Sept 16, 2010, and encompassed most of
survey line T4a while moving west-to-east against a strong ebb flow. Profile 2 consisted of 529 fan
sections collected between 16:08:53 to 16:17:37 GMT and mostly coincided with line T4f while
moving west-to-east just prior to the end of the ebb cycle (slack low tide interval). Profile 1 fish
echoes appeared particularly numerous around a 15 m depth mode. For this profile, coordinates of
approximately 31,400 individual fish echoes were logged for an average of 18.5 fish echoes per fan
section. Profile 2 was characterized by markedly lower visual fish densities in the same depth
range, only 1450 fish targets being observed for an average of about 2.7 echoes per section. While
average water depth was modestly lower on Profile 2 (~ 41 m) than on Profile 1 (~ 45 m) due to
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differences in location and varying tidal phase, considerably lower Profile 2 fish densities were still
very apparent.

Fish densities were computed for 2 m vertical bins extending from the 2 m transducer depth to a
maximum profiling range defined by the minimum transducer to bottom distance, for successive
groups of 100 pings: For each 2 m depth bin, individual ping “effective” ensonified water volumes
were calculated using the hybrid analytical-numerical integration outlined in APPENDIX 6 and
summed over the specific 100 ping interval. Total fish counts summed for each 2 m depth interval
over the same 100 ping interval were then divided by the corresponding total ensonified water
volume appropriate to the relevant depth bin to yield fish density as a function of depth. Selected
examples of fish density analyses are shown in Figs. 28(A) and 29(A), both for 100 ping sequences
recorded on two differing portions of the ebb tide cycle, the first, covering a period when visually
discerned fish targets in the 15 m depth range appeared especially numerous.

4.2.2.2 Virtues and Limitations of Direct-Counting

A few remarks regarding direct-counting will be made at this point: The direct-counting
methodology as presented remains valid regardless of the degree of along profile ping-to-ping
ensonification overlap - or even in the total absence of overlap. Nor does the technique require
tracking specific targets between successive ensonifications to eliminate counting redundancies — an
uncertain process as our multi-beam does not incorporate beam stabilization. In the methodology
presented the fundamental uncertainty arises from the assignment of an “effective” fore-aft (out-of-
fan) beam width to define the ensonified water volume in which target echoes are being observed
and counted on a specific transmission. Proper choice of an “effective” beam width depends on the
signal-to-noise ratio required to reliably discern a fish echo above ambient background. This in turn
will depend upon fish target strength, observation range, the level and character of the ambient
background noise including target “clutter” from bubble clouds as well as operator subjective
factors. Therefore, at least a factor of 2 uncertainty in fish densities is likely — which considered in
combination with the laborious nature of the implementation, limits its usefulness as a general
purpose tool. Nevertheless, the “human component” offers potentially strong rejection of bubble
cloud backscatter, of interference from the simultaneously operating split-beam sounder, and other
transient noise bursts in a manner not unlike the manual “editing-out” of unwanted bubble clouds
during the EK-60 processing.

The plotted fish density profiles of Figs. 28A and 29A have been scaled to a nominal 1° (unitary)
out-of-fan beamwidth. A single realistic or “effective” - as opposed to “nominal” - beamwidth, as
discussed above and in more detail in APPENDIX 6, is difficult to assign but may be of the order of
3.75. Ir; this case actual fish densities will be reduced from those plotted by a factor of
sin(3.75/2)/sin(1/2) ~ 3.75 .

4.2.3 Volume Backscattering Strength

4.2.3.1 Volume Backscatter - Initial Survey

Volume Backscattering Strength, S,, in linear form, is directly proportional to target density
provided all targets backscatter identically. An example of S, extraction, both with and without
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beam pattern corrections, using the same 100 ping data series used to generate Fig. 28(A) is shown
in Fig. 28(B). The similarities between fish density and S, vs. depth profiles between 10 and 20 m
are to be noted. The principal difference between these two measures is that the S, profile of Fig.
28(B) includes backscatter contributions from surface bubble clouds while for the fish density
profile of Fig. 28(A) any such bubble cloud contributions have been largely eliminated by the
manual target selection process. Fortuitously, in the example shown the bubble cloud backscatter
appears confined to sufficiently shallow depths that deeper fish origin S, levels, are only modestly
affected. The comparison data series collected near the end of the ebb tide cycle, when fish
densities in the vicinity of 15 m depth appeared significantly lower is shown in Fig. 29(B). It should
be noted that a high degree of noise reduction must be applied to these data and results are very
sensitive to the “fine tuning” of the noise suppression parameters. More sophisticated noise
removal algorithms have been utilized for the VBS data presented in APPENDIX 8 than employed
for S, analysis in Figs. 28 & 29.

Inspection of S, vs. depth over the duration of the initial survey (Sept. 2010) showed an apparent
systematic variation of the strength of the fish layer which tended to persist around 15 m depth.
Figure 30 shows a plot of peak amplitudes of S, (linear form) vs. time, manually scaled from plots
analogous to those of Figs. 28 & 29 for the scattering layer displaying a modal peak around 15 m
extending over the full duration of the survey (only “peak” fish layer S, amplitudes could be reliably
separated from the bubble cloud scatter in the majority of cases, background bubble noise levels
precluded any effective numeric vertical echo integration). The simultaneous tidal amplitude
sinusoid is also shown.

While an S, peak broadly centered in the 15 m depth range was a reasonably persistent feature in the
survey, S, levels for the profiles used to produce Fig. 30 peaked sharply between about 12:35 and
13:15 GMT - a roughly 40 min time interval centered about 2 hr 34 min into the ebb tide cycle.
Fish were present earlier but in markedly lower concentrations, as well as present later in lower and
generally declining concentrations extending over the remainder of the ebb tide cycle. On
examining the locations of survey tracks associated with the time-varying fish concentrations
displayed in Fig. 30 it did appear that concentrations were consistently lower on transects north
(shoreward) of the turbine. However, this may well have been a consequence of when these
transects were steamed rather than a general function of their geographic location.

Some fish were present below the 15 m modal layer but in much lower concentrations than the peak
values observed around 15 m. Below 15 m, the limited set of concentrations derived from direct
counting probably constitute the more reliable data on vertical fish distributions since the S, data are
more prone to any contamination by residual bubble clouds extending below 15 — 20 m and from
other noise of non-fish origin. Dominant species, hence target strength distributions, may also
systematically vary between shallow and deeper fish concentrations. Target strengths as well as fish
concentrations determine S, levels. Species interpretation is difficult using a multi-beam in
isolation since target strengths are not easily extracted nor is our multi-beam system calibrated in an
absolute sense to allow this. Fortunately, for this survey we do have EK60 target strengths as well
as limited ground-truth in the form of 9 trawl samples taken in the Minas Passage area on the 16 &
17" Sept. 2010 by CEF Consultants (CEF Consultants 2011) during a parallel combined
trawl/acoustics survey. Eight (8) of 9 trawl samples were dominated by herring, the trawl yielding
the highest herring concentration was a set west of the turbine site in relatively shallow water (60 m)
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with a headline depth between 9.1 and 18.3 m and with sampling centered 2 hr 33 min into the ebb
tide cycle (essentially the same tidal phase when our acoustic concentrations peaked). However, the
trawl sampling was on the night time ebb tide while our observations were conducted on the
preceding day ebb cycle. Nevertheless, it seems reasonable to conclude that the multi-beam was
seeing mainly herring.

The significantly enhanced herring flux observed over an approximately 40 min interval is
interesting. The average prevailing upper water column current would be of the order of 2.5 m/s.
Assuming fish moving predominately passively at these current magnitudes, the along-channel
spatial dimension or extent of the enhanced concentration would be of the order of 2400s x 2.5 m/s
= 6000 m. Note that the highest fish concentrations appear to have moved out of the survey area
prior to maximum ebb flow (13:30 GMT ignoring local effects). Were herring utilizing ambient
tidal currents to systematically move out of Minas Basin long term, or will they, perhaps, be
advected back on the next flood tide at a different point along the cross-Channel profile? If herring
concentrations are being repetitively and largely passively advected by the tides the cumulative
probability of encounters with TISEC devices could be substantially enhanced. Note that in the
present case, at 13:26 GMT, near the end of the period of highest fish density, the physical top of
the OpenHydro turbine intake, was 19 m below surface. Since tidal height was declining during the
preceding period of highest fish density, most of the observed fish flux would have passed over the
top of the turbine thereby minimizing the potential for a