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Application of The Fisheries Communication & Outreach Plan to the Sunrise Wind Farm 
Project 

As of September 15, 2021, Ørsted has had 117 engagements with 87 individual fisheries stakeholders on the topic of the 

Sunrise Wind Project. Fisheries Liaisons and Representatives have provided requested information, shared charts relative to the 

Sunrise Wind Project, or received feedback about the Project when meeting in person. Ørsted has also created and 

disseminated an online survey for fisheries stakeholders to provide feedback. These forms of outreach have allowed for candid 

exchanges of information and opinions. The breakdown of the Sunrise Wind Project engagements where a location was 

denoted are displayed below. 

State Port Number of meetings 

Connecticut Groton 1 

Connecticut New London 3 

Connecticut Stonington 2 

Massachusetts Fairhaven 1 

Massachusetts New Bedford 16 

New Jersey Atlantic City 5 

New Jersey Cape May 12 

New York Montauk 13 

New York Shinnecock 10 

Rhode Island Little Compton 1 

Rhode Island Newport 7 

Rhode Island North Kingston 4 

Rhode Island Point Judith 24 
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Relative to the activities listed in the Communications and Outreach Plan, the following table provides non- exhaustive view of 

what has been undertaken in relation to the Sunrise Wind Project. 

Activities/tasks 

Compile existing fishing industry contact lists Develop factual, non-promotional fact sheets on issues of 
concern to fishing industry and science completed; update 
fact sheets as information becomes available 

Create single contact database (Excel or other) 
accessible to outreach staff and contractors 

Develop and disseminate brochure (email, by hand, at events, 
etc.) with basic information about Sunrise Wind and schedule 
of development 

Organize contacts by source of data, ports, gear type, 
and other key information 

Develop graphics on development process to share at 
meetings 

Update monthly with new contacts Ensure that Sunrise Wind contractors, FLs, and FRs are 
using the same source of credible information to answer 
questions; i.e., FAQs, handouts, or website material 

Create contact list of key fisheries management organizations, 
e.g., regional and state agency officials such as MAFMC, ASMFC,
NEFMC, state divisions of marine fisheries, harbor masters
associations (NY to MA)

Develop best practices policies and principles for 
fisheries outreach and meetings 

Create standardized outreach reporting template; create 
procedures and training for completing outreach reports and 
uploading to central Ørsted repository 

Create opt-in list for cell-phone texts or emails for alerts on 
project activities, e.g., where survey vessel is today, where to 
get more information 

Conduct conversations with representative fishers to find out 
level of knowledge and concerns about Sunrise development 
process (about 20–30 individuals); use information to design 
report template 

Develop a periodic fishing industry newsletter for 
circulation via email 

Train Ørsted staff, FLs and Ørsted contractors in the use 
of online reporting system 

Designate a point of contact and provide phone number for 
mariners to report incidents with Sunrise project vessels, 
turbines, or cables 

Analyze and synthesize outreach data Refine Communication and Outreach Plan based on 
feedback and lessons learned during each stage of 
outreach 

Ørsted Fisheries Relation Manager reviews themes from 
interviews and meetings; draft and circulate key themes to all 
Sunrise Wind outreach staff and contractors 

Identify regularly scheduled fishing association meetings in 
targeted ports to attend and “be available” to answer 
questions 

Hold calls of outreach staff and contractors to review key themes, 
appropriate response, and to ensure follow-up 

Facilitate opportunities for NY, MA, and CT fishermen to 
hear about experience of RI fishermen around the Block 
Island Wind Farm (BIWF) 

Hire and train FL Be flexible to take advantage on “down time” during fishing 
season to hold important meetings 

Identify, hire and train FRs Identify key trade journals, blogs, websites, local 
newspapers, and third party spokespersons that are 
trusted by fishing industry for disseminating information 
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Monitor journals, blogs, websites, and local newspapers 
for “hot button” issues that need to be addressed 

Post photos and videos of fieldwork and survey vessels 
on website and/or social media 

Outreach to fishing industry leaders on opportunities and 
benefits of collaboration between industries, e.g., safety at 
sea, research, and development of mitigation strategies 

Gather and share input from industry on fishing activities 
collected through surveys, one-on-one meetings, or other 
forums 

Solicit input on policies that affect fishing industry before 
they are drafted 

Share information gathered from surveys at port meetings; 
solicit input on implications for turbine and cable siting and 
potential areas for siting turbines 

Ask for feedback on early drafts before they are finalized; 
set clear expectations for how input will used 

Arrange opportunities to meet informally with fishermen on 
their own turf. Make project information and developer 
resources (engineering, permitting staff) available in an 
open format in key ports close to the working fleets with 
flexible hours to visit. 

Engage fishing industry in surveys From input from fishermen, hone “turbine areas” and 
share draft areas with fishermen in small group 
meetings, one-on-one conversations, and other means 
as needed 

Use fishing vessels to support surveys where possible Explore opportunities for collaborative research and 
monitoring with fishing vessels 

In addition to meetings specifically focused on the Sunrise Wind Project, Ørsted Offshore North America representatives have 

made over 300 port visits to conduct fisheries outreach. These port visits, also referred to as Port Hours, are a means to provide 

fisheries stakeholders with information and receive feedback about offshore wind projects, generally. Ørsted Offshore North 

America has maintained regular Port Hours since March of 2018 and has made a staff member available for “on-demand” visits if 

requested. Currently, Ørsted Offshore North America maintains weekly Port Hours in Montauk, NY (Mondays from 12pm-2 pm) 

and Shinnecock, NY (Wednesdays 10am- 2pm) and monthly Port Hours in Stonington, CT (1st Thursday of every month 11–3), Fire 

Island, NY (3rd Thursday 

of every month from 11–3), Newport, RI (Mondays 8am-12pm), Point Judith, RI (Wednesdays 8am-12pm), and New Bedford, MA 

(Fridays 8am-12pm). Ørsted Offshore North America also holds Joint Developer Port hours in Point Judith, RI (1st Thursday of every 

month) and New Bedford (1st Friday of every month) in conjunction with other wind developers. Due to Covid-19, Ørsted Offshore 

North America has moved to hosting virtual Port Hours Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 8 am-12 pm. An online outreach survey 

has also been created to receive input from fishing interests. Current advertisements are displayed below. 
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Ørsted Offshore North America also attends public events/meetings to provide updates and information on its projects. While not 

all events are solely focused on the Sunrise Wind Project, these meetings and events provide attendees an opportunity to receive 

information and give feedback on all projects. Since 2018, Ørsted fisheries representatives have attended over 50 meetings and 

events ranging from New England and Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council meetings to Coast Guard public meetings to 

BOEM public meetings to state Fisheries Working Group meetings to boat shows and fishing expos. As Ørsted has added to its 

fisheries outreach team, it can conduct more outreach. The Ørsted planned outreach calendar is below and will be added to as the 

year progresses as meeting and event dates become more defined. It should be noted that Ørsted’s fisheries outreach team will 

strive to attend a meeting if asked. 

Marine Affairs outreach – yearly outlook 2020* 

January – 
• 2nd – Joint Developer Port Hours Narragansett, RI

• 3rd – Joint Developer Port Hours New Bedford, MA

• 16th – 17th – RODA meetings Atlantic City, Cape May,
Barnegat Light

• 21st – Groundfish AP meeting

• 22nd – Habitat AP meeting

• 28–30 NEFMC meeting Portsmouth, NH

February – 
• 5th – 8th Ocean Wind Open House Waretown, Atlantic City,

Ocean City

• 6th – Joint Developer Port Hours Narragansett, RI

• 7th – Joint Developer Port Hours New Bedford, MA

• 11–13 – MAFMC meeting North Carolina

• 26th Skate AP/Committee Meeting, Virtual

March – 
• 3rd – Joint Developer Port Hours Montauk, NY

• 5th – 6th – Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Rockland, ME

• 5th – Joint Developer Port Hours Narragansett, RI

• 6th – Joint Developer Port Hours New Bedford, MA

• 12th – MAC Meeting Popi’s Italian Restaurant,
Philadelphia, PA

• 26th Skate AP/Committee Meeting Virtual Meeting

April – 
• 2nd – Joint Developer Port Hours Narragansett, RI

• 3rd – Joint Developer Port Hours New Bedford, MA

• 7–9 MAFMC meeting Stockton Seaview, Galloway, NJ

• 14–16 NEFMC meeting Hilton Hotel, Mystic, CT

• 16–19 MLA Trade Show Weekend Hyannis, Cape Cod

• 21st Habitat AP/Committee Meeting, Virtual Meeting

May – 
• 7th – Joint Developer Port Hours Narragansett, RI

• 8th – Joint Developer Port Hours New Bedford, MA

June – 
• 4th – Joint Developer Port Hours Narragansett, RI

• 5th – Joint Developer Port Hours New Bedford, MA

• 16–18 MAFMC meeting Hilton Oceanfront, Virginia
Beach

• 23–25 NEFMC meeting Hilton Garden Inn, Freeport, ME

July – 
• 2nd – Ocean Wind Layout Meeting, Virtual

August – 
• 16–18 MAFMC meeting The Notary Hotel, Philadelphia,

PA

• 17th – Recreational Advisory Panel Meeting, Virtual

• 20th – Habitat Joint Committee and AP meeting, Virtual

*COVID-19 has impacted this outlook and many of the

events have moved online or been postponed 
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September – 
• 29–01 NEFMC meeting Beauport Hotel, Gloucester,

MA

October – 
• 6–8 MAFMC meeting Hyatt Place Long Island East

End, Riverhead, NY

November – 
• 16th – Whiting Committee and AP committee

meeting, Virtual

• 18th – Ørsted Fishinar – Angling for Groundfish in the
Near Offshore

December – 
• 1–3 NEFMC meeting Hotel Viking, Newport, RI

• 4th – USMRC Simulation Demonstration, Middletown, RI

• 9th – Ørsted Fishinar – Angling for Pelagics in the Near
Offshore

• 14–17 MAFMC meeting Royal Sonesta Harbor Court,
Baltimore, MD

Marine Affairs outreach – yearly outlook 2021* 
Due to COVID-19, Ørsted hosts dedicated port hours 

Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 – 11 am. 

January – 

• 7th – GSSA, RODA and NJ state Senators Sweeney’s Office

Meeting, Virtual

• 20th – Groundfish Recreational AP webinar

• 26–28 – NEFMC Council Meeting, Virtual

• 29th – USMRC Simulation Demonstration, Middletown, RI

February – 

• 10–11 MAFMC Meeting, Virtual

March – 

• 4th – NJ Fisheries Council Meeting, Virtual

• 9th – Habitat Joint Committee and AP meeting, Virtual

• 23rd – USMRC Simulation Demonstration, Middletown, RI

April – 

• 9th – ROSA Monitoring Framework and Guidance

Webinar

• 13th-15th – NEFMC Meeting, Virtual

• 21st Joint Developer Marine Affairs Working Group

May – 

• 10th – NEFMC Habitat Committee/AP Meeting, Virtual

June – 

• 3rd – Joint Developer Port Hours New Bedford, MA

• 4th – Joint Developer Port Hours Point Judith, RI

• 9th MAFMC Meeting, Virtual

• 21st- Fishing industry meeting, Stonington, CT

August – 

• 5th – Joint Developer Port Hours, New Bedford, MA

• 6th – Joint Developer Port Hours, Point Judith, RI

• 10th – USCG NY PARS Meeting- Point Judith, RI

• 11th – Joint Developer Marine Affairs Working Group

Meeting, New Bedford, MA

• 13th – MITAGS Simulation Demonstration, Baltimore,

MD
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September – 

• 9th – Joint Developer Port Hours, New Bedford, MA

• 10th – Joint Developer Port Hours Point Judith, RI

• 23rd – MA FWG Meeting, Virtual

• 24th – ROSA Advisory Council Meeting, Virtual

October – 

• 7th – Joint Developer Port Hours, New Bedford, MA

• 8th – Joint Developer Port Hours, Point Judith, RI

• 26th – NEFMC Habitat Committee/AP Meeting

November – 

• 4th – Joint Developer Port Hours, New Bedford, MA

• 5th – Joint Developer Port Hours, Point Judith, RI

• 6–10 – AFS Meeting, Baltimore, MD

December – 

• 2nd – Joint Developer Port Hours, New Bedford, MA

• 3rd – Joint Developer Port Hours, Point Judith, RI

• 7 -9  – NEFMC Meeting



Appendix A 

Fishing Gear Conflict Prevention and Claim Procedure 

Contact Information for Marine Affairs Team 

Fishing Gear Conflict Prevention and Claim Procedure 

As good neighbors and fellow ocean users, Ørsted recognizes the 

possibility of offshore wind activity and commercial fishing gear 

encounters. We believe that with proper communication and training, 

there will be limited gear interactions, if any, in connection with the 

installation and operation of our offshore wind farms. 

In the event that there is a gear loss caused by or resulting from 

Ørsted’s activities, we have provided a claim/damage procedure (as 

of January 2021). The prevention procedures are by no means 

exhaustive and will continue to be modified and improved at the link 

below. 

Contact Information for our Marine Affairs Team 

Contact Information for our Marine Affairs Team is also available at the 

link below. 

https://us.orsted.com/wind-projects/mariners 
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